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By Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor

As the year 2008 winds down, special events and spe-
cial worship services will take place throughout the
months of November and December.

November begins with All Saints Day (Nov. 1) re-
membering and giving thanks for all Christians in all
times and all places. The morning worship service on
Nov. 2 will address both All Saints Day and All Souls
Day (Nov. 2), on which Christians pray for non-
Christians, that they might hear and believe the good
news of Jesus Christ.

\'. On Tuesday, Nov. 4, re-
DO\’\ member to vote in the gen-
\fOTget / \ eral election. Nationally, it
is estimated that less than
half of the registered voters
will vote (not counting those
who are otherwise eligible
to vote, but never regis-
tered).

The next special event for the month is another na-
tional observance: Veterans Day on Tuesday, Nov. 11.
Thanksgiving and apprecia- \
tion for all who have served
our nation will be part of the
focus for the Nov. 9 morning
worship service.

Sunday, Nov. 23, is the last
Sunday of the year for the li-
turgical year, or the Christian
calendar. The Christian calen- VEterans Dal—"
dar begins each year on the first Sunday of Advent. The
last Sunday of the liturgical year is always Christ the
King Sunday.

We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper on Nov. 23,
so please prepare your hearts and minds to participate
in this sacrament.

Because Nov. 23 is also the Sunday before Thanks-
giving, the morning worship service will also focus on
the upcoming holiday, and the need for God’s people
always to give thanks for all that God has done for us,
both spiritually and materially.
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Our annual Com-
munity Thanksgiving
service will be held
Wednesday, Nov. 26,
at 7:30 p.m. at New
Life Foursquare Gos-
pel Church, 97 Wil-
liam Cousins Road.

Churches that par-
ticipate in this event Than SgIVIHg
include the Arbor Hill Service
Church of the Brethren, Hebron Presbyterian Church,
Middlebrook Church of God, New Life Foursquare
Gospel Church, and Smokey Row Baptist Church. This
year, Rev. Merle Dodson of the Middlebrook Church of
God will bring the sermon.

A free-will offering will be collected, with all pro-
ceeds going to support the Weekday Religious Educa-
tion programs at Beverly Manor and Riverheads
schools.

Sunday, Nov. 30, is
the First Sunday of
Advent, which is the
beginning of the sea-
son of preparation for
Christmas. %

Advent is always
the four Sundays be-
fore Dec. 25. Most
years, all four Sundays of Advent are during December,
but some years, including 2008, the first Sunday falls
during November.

Among the public at large, and especially among
Christians, the holiday season from Thanksgiving to
Christmas to New Year’s is a time for reflection and
generosity. We invite you to attend our Sunday worship
services to draw nearer to God during the seasons of
Thanksgiving, joy and generosity, and then the new
beginnings of a new year.

Along with worship opportunities, there will be op-
portunities for special giving, including a Thanksgiving
offering, and the Christmas Joy offering in December.

Pastorn Frank

munity




Operation Christmas Child ‘Packing Party’ Nov. 10

Hebron will once again participate in “Operation
Christmas Child,” often known as “The Shoebox Pro-
ject.” This year, the Sisters in Christ Circle will have a
special “Pack the Box Party” on Monday, Nov. 10, at
7:00 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall to pack shoe-
boxes for delivery to needy children around the world.

The Mission Interpretation Committee decided that
this year, as was done last year, the church will provide
the boxes, and members are asked to give the contents,
or to make financial gifts to buy materials and/or pay
for postage.

Now is the time to shop for a child by filling a shoe
box with appropriate items listed in the green brochure

_ which is included with the

SHOEBOX shoebox. The brochure and

regular or plastic shoeboxes

\ Voo , are available in the Session

Room and vestibules.

‘ Use the instructions in the

ﬂyer on what types of gifts are

-/'\, needed (see list later in this

article), and how to label the

PROJ‘ECT box for a boy or girl, and the
appropriate age category.

National collection week for this project is Nov. 17-
24, so we are asking that any shoeboxes given by Heb-
ron be returned to the church by Sunday, Nov. 16. You
can bring your filled shoebox to the church office any-
time, or bring it to church and put it on the floor by the
Communion Table on any Sunday morning.

The cost of mailing a shoebox is $7 again this year. If
money is not given for mailing, the church will cover
the costs as mission giving. If you wish to pay for your
own box or for others, or if you wish to give so that the
church can buy more materials to go into gift boxes,
please write a check payable to Hebron Presbyterian
Church with “Operation Christmas Child” or “Shoebox
Project” on the memo line, or you may put cash in the
collection plate. If you give cash, please do not use
your regular offering envelope; put it in a different en-
velope, or attach a note so that the church treasurer will
know that the money goes to this mission project.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS

TOYS: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, ka-

z0os, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A
Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with extra
batteries), Slinky®, etc.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpener,
crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing
pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring books, pic-
ture books, etc.

f

HY GIENE
ITEMS: toothbrush,
toothpaste, mild bar
soap (in a plastic
bag), comb, wash-
cloth, etc.

OTHER: hard
candy and lollipops
(please double-bag
all candy), mints,
gum, socks, ball
caps; T-shirts, sun-
glasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights
(with extra batteries).

A PERSONAL NOTE: In a separate envelope, you
may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself
or your family. (If you include your name and address,
the child may write back.)

DO NOT INCLUDE: used or damaged items; war-
related items such as toy guns, knives or military fig-
ures; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications
or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or
glass containers; aerosol cans.

If you have any questions, please contact Lorrie Dean
(886-8209) who 1is coordinating the activity this
year. Thank you for sharing in bringing joy to children
around the world this Christmas.

Help Ring Bells
For Giving To

Salvation Army

Hebron Presbyterian
Church will be providing
volunteers to ring bells
for giving to the Salva-
tion Army on Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 5 and 6, at
the Staunton Kroger.

Volunteers are needed during the hours of 9:00 a.m.
through 6:00 p.m. If people in the community do not
volunteer to help out, the Salvation Army has to pay
people to man “Christmas kettles” for one of the or-
ganization’s biggest fundraisers.

The Commitment/Witness Committee of Hebron
signed up with the Salvation Army to provide volun-
teers to ring the bell at the Kroger Christmas kettle. In
case of bad weather, volunteers will be able to move
indoors where Kroger shoppers get their carts.

If you are able to volunteer for this worthwhile com-
munity cause, please contact Shirley Fallin or Mike
Ruleman to let them know when you can help.

Ringers Needed!



Minutes For Regular Session Meeting Held Sept. 18

Present: Elders Hannah Bush, Linda Dundas, Martha
Sieck, Emerson Willard, Michael Fallin, Michael Rule-
man, John Hildebrand, Jeff Simmons, Glenn Mader,
Fred Smiley, Doris Smith, Joan Wright; Moderator
Rev. Frank Wyche, Clerk of Session Alan Mayer.

Excused: Elder David Moore.

Absent: Elders Patsy Shull, Jon Arneson.

The Moderator opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. by
reading “Cathedral of the Heart” from “101 Most Pow-
erful Verses” by Steve and Lois Rabey, followed by
prayer. A quorum was declared present.

The minutes of the August 21, 2008, Stated Session
Meeting and the August 31, 2008, Called Session
Meeting were approved as presented.

Clerk’s Report: A motion passed to remove Helen
Davidson Engleman (deceased) from the church rolls.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Mike Ruleman pre-
sented a detailed Report of Fund Balances as of Sep-
tember 18, 2008, and a Report of Receipts and Dis-
bursements since the last meeting. The negative bal-
ance in the church General Fund remains approxi-
mately where it was last month (-$11,703.83) which is
primarily due to the higher than anticipated fuel costs
this past winter. Other elements of the 2008 budget re-
main as anticipated year-to-date through September.

Presbytery Report: Commissioner Hannah Bush dis-
tributed a report of the 139th Stated Meeting of Shen-
andoah Presbytery held at Falling Waters Presbyterian
Church in Hedgesville, WV on August 23, 2008.

Old Business

Organist Search Committee — Chair Larry Mayer re-
ported that the committee will be making a decision on
Interim Organist Jeremy Schroeder by the end of Sep-
tember. The search for a permanent organist continues.

Boy Scout Contact — Scout representative Mike Fallin
reported that contact and discussion with Scout offi-
cials is in process. Our concerns about the state of the
Boy Scout Troop and its leadership are being ex-
pressed.

Committee Reports

Fellowship — Doris Smith reminded everyone of the
Historical Tour to be held Sunday afternoon, Septem-
ber 28, 2008.

Personnel — No report.

Property — Chair Richard Rathburn reported that nu-
merous small repair projects around the church con-
tinue, including heating pipe insulation and three new
storm doors on the Scout Hut. The storm doors will be
paid for by the Hebron Youth.
Stewardship/Finance/Memorial — Chair John Hilde-
brand distributed the minutes of the August 28, 2008,
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committee meeting. It was noted that Mike Ruleman
will be preparing newsletter articles during the fall to
keep the congregation informed regarding the church’s
financial situation.

A committee recommendation to deposit the Strickler
Fund in the Worship and Mission Endowment Fund
passed. This fund, in the amount of $3502.29, will be
invested through Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation
as part of the Hebron Endowment Program.

A committee recommendation to invest the Air Con-
ditioning Fund, in the amount of $6531.34, with Shen-
andoah Presbytery Corporation passed. This fund will
not be part of the Hebron Endowment Program, but
will be invested in order to earn interest until such time
as air conditioning is installed in the sanctuary.

Worship — Chair Hannah Bush distributed a report of
the September 3, 2008, committee meeting. The com-
mittee adopted a policy concerning the use of recorded
music in the Sanctuary. The use of recorded music in
the sanctuary is not permitted without the prior ap-
proval of the Worship Committee.

A committee recommendation passed to allow Bob
Moody to organize a free community concert on Octo-
ber 19, 2008, that would feature volunteer performers
playing our pipe organ.

It was also noted that Homer Cornish will conduct the
worship service on September 28, 2008, while the pas-
tor is in North Carolina for his daughter’s wedding.

Cemetery — No report.

Christian Education — Mike Ruleman reported on
various youth activities, Sunday School back on the
regular schedule, and that Hebron participation in the
CROP Walk is being planned again this year.

Commitment/Witness — Chair Martha Sieck distrib-
uted the minutes of the September 10, 2008, committee
meeting which noted the various Hunger Relief efforts
in the area.

(Continued On Page 4)
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Sharing

By Mike Ruleman, Church Treasurer

These are troubled economic times we live in. High
gas prices, foreclosures, bank failures, higher grocery
prices, unemployment, layoffs, massive stock losses,
etc... Things seem to be getting worse every day. The
news media assails us constantly with more bad news.
The only constant in many of our lives is the truth that
God is with us and will provide for us. Our faith in God
assures us that He will sustain us through times of trou-
ble. Now seems to be one of those times. We have all
been affected one way or another in recent months.
Fortunately, most of us, while inconvenienced or irri-
tated by the economy, have not had to drastically
change our way of living. We are probably a little more
diligent and responsible in the way we spend our
money, but most of us have not had to face such real
hardships as no food, no home and too often no hope.
As Christians we are called upon to remember and help
those here and abroad who are far less fortunate than
we. As a church, through our benevolent giving, we
provide hope and comfort to many of these people are
desolate or are just barely scraping by — living week-to-
week, paycheck-to-paycheck praying that no disruption
or decrease in their income or increase in their ex-
penses pushes them over the edge financially and even
spiritually. Without assistance, most have nowhere else
to turn. Under the current economic stress, they, and
the organizations that support them, need us now more
than ever.

Over the last several months, we have noticed a de-
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cline in our weekly church offerings. This is reflected
in the growing negative number in the weekly bulletin
chart which shows the amount we need to meet our
budgeted expenses and planned benevolent gifts. The
negative number means that the income is lagging be-
hind what is needed. Every department or group in the
church continues to do a tremendous job in controlling
expenses and necessary spending. However, the ex-
penses for the day-to-day operation of the church must
be and will be met first. Hebron must continue to func-
tion to provide a place for us to worship God and as a
vessel to do the work we are called and put here to do.
That means that any income shortfall will affect our
benevolent giving, both locally and abroad. We cannot
share funds that we do not have. As stated earlier, the
need for these funds has never been greater. Therein
lays the problem. The church, in addition to the needy,
finds itself having less while needing more.

As Christians we turn to God for guidance. Through
His word we learn the answer. In 2 Cor 9:11, He says
“You wi || be enriched i
e r os Hd fyurthet teaches * Wher e your
there your h e @Ouortheartwiollow ourb
dollars. When we really care about something, we con-
tribute to it. Christians need to share. It’s in our spiri-
tual DNA. We ask each of you to prayerfully consider
your gifts to the church. Remember, all we have comes
from the generosity and Grace of God. He has entrusted
those resources to us to use wisely, justly and gener-
ously.

Minutes For Regular Session Meeting Held August 21

(Continued From Page 3)

A committee recommendation passed to allow Cub
Scout Pack 122 to place food collection boxes in the
vestibules from October 5 through October 26, 2008.

A committee recommendation passed to allow Cub
Scout Pack 122 to sell popcorn in front of the church
after services from October 5 through October 19,
2008. This activity is the sole fund raising project for
the Cub Scouts.

Congregational Care — Chair Fred Smiley distributed
a report of committee activities. These include visits to
the homebound, the CD ministry, the photo directory,
and medical appointment transportation services pro-
vided by Hebron members.

Pastor’s Report: The Pastor reported on Bible study
resuming its weekly schedule this month. Also noted
was the Pastor’s vacation from Wednesday, September

24 through Tuesday, September 30. Contact informa-
tion for emergency pastoral services was discussed,
with the primary initial contacts being Church Secre-
tary Tamme Flory and Clerk of Session Larry Mayer.

New Business

The Nominating Committee will begin working soon
on a slate of nominees for the election of elders.

John Hildebrand reminded Session of the hot dog
stand at the Meating Place to be manned by the Presby-
terian Men and Presbyterian Women on October 10-11.

The next Stated Meeting will be Thursday, October
16, 2008, at 7:00 p.m.

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-
cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were
shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and
individual prayer. The moderator offered prayer for all
those mentioned, and the meeting adjourned at 8:05.
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Presbyter i News

The Sisters in Christ Circle will not be meeting on
Tuesday evenings, however, they will continue to be
very active in the work of the church. (All members of
the Sisters in Christ Circle are urged to attend the an-
nual planning meeting on Monday, Nov. 10, at 6:30
p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall.)

The afternoon Circles invite and encourage ALL who
are at home the second Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 to
join them for the Bible study.

At the Circle meeting Oct. 14 prior to an inspirational
Bible lesson led by Nan Brown, the ladies voted to:

Make a donation of $100 this year to the Festival of
Trees sponsored by Hospice Care. Joyce Coleman will
appoint a committee to prepare a Christmas tree to be
sold at Festival of Trees in 2009. Please advise Joyce if
you are willing to help decorate a Christmas tree for
next year. Anyone wishing to participate in this worthy
cause may contact Jean Miller, 886-3971, or Shirley
Shomo, 886-0350. In addition to the trees, any Christ-
mas decoration such a wreaths, centerpieces, etc., will
be appreciated. See article on bulletin board.

Voted to have a reception for Beth (Wyche) and So-
manna Muthanna on October 26 immediately after the
worship service. Joan Wright and Gail Mayer agreed to
be in charge. They also voted to donate $50 in their
honor to a charitable organization of their choice.

Martha Sieck announced that Lorrie Dean will be in
charge of the Samaritan’s Purse shoebox project, Op-
eration Christmas Child. Items contributed will be
packed in shoeboxes on November 10 in the Fellow-
ship Hall. (See article on Page 2 of this newsletter for
more information.) Supplies and volunteers are needed!
The church will purchase the plastic shoe boxes and
pay the shipping charges. If you give cash for the boxes
and/or shipping, please attach a note and place in the
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Birthday

To All! | "
November birthdays are: v

Alan Wood 2

Barbara Moyer 3

Jerry Botkin 4 Y tEI l

Lenwood Shiflet 5 g)ll? <t g
Nathan Moyer 6 AN NWE RS E 8
Richard Rathburn 6

Billy Ruleman 6 Benjamin Shiflet 14
Austin Smiley 7  Sylvia Crawford 16
Norine Wood 8  Chris Moody 17
Frank Wyche 10 Judi Mooneyham 19
Meredith Moran 12 Taylor Wood 20
John Hildebrand 13 Lena Miller 22
Jim McGavock 13 Cory Wood 23
Trevor Rankin 13 Brock Moore 28
Shirley Fallin 14  David Wright 28
Robin Moyer 14 Jonathan Talbott 30

Very special birthday wishes to: Lenwood Shiflet
who will be 83 on the 5th; Norine Wood who will be
96 on the 8th; and to Taylor Wood who will be 98 on
the 20th.

Congratulations to: Junior and Peggy Hewitt who
will be married 54 years on the 24th.

offering plate.

Western State has requested eight X-large sweat-
shirts this year for the patients. The shirts were pur-
chased at a cost of $110.17 ($30 shirts for $13.11 each
plus tax). If you would like to donate a Christmas bag
or a box, please give to Hilda Dundas.

Updated Address/ Phone LI

The following is an updated list of our special folks. Please continue to remember these individuals in your
prayers as well as with a note, card or phone call of encouragement periodically and during the holiday season! If
any of the below are incorrect or if anyone has been missed, please call the church office. Thanks.

Mrs. Rachel Brown Mrs. Mary Margaret Clifton Mr. Forest Sheffer
2270 Parkersburg Tpke. 805 Cherry Hill Dr. 323 Tribbitts Mill Rd.
Swoope, VA 24479 Staunton Swoope, VA 24479
337-7706 886-3227 337-6448

Mrs. Evelyn Crummett
Shenandoah Nursing Home

St

Mrs. Reedis Jones

Augusta Nursing and Rehab
Center, Rm. 212A

83 Crossroads Lane

Fishersville, VA 22939

885-8424 (office)

Mrs. Edna Caron Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Wood

Apt. 23} — Loyalton 339 Westminister Dr. 24 Misty Dawn Lane
1900 Hillsmere Lane P. O. Box 406 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Landes  Staunton
Staunton 703 Ambherst Rd. 885-2786

Fishersville, VA 22939

885-3277 886-3719

885-9500 (office) Staunton
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Evening of Comfort and Joy Ill Will Be Dec. 2

It 1s hard to believe that Thanksgiving and Christmas
are just around the corner. And ladies, we have much to
be done, don't we? Please consider supporting the Pres-
byterian Women’s December program An Evening of
Comfort and Joy, Il on Tuesday, December 2, begin-
ning at 6:00 pM. We will have our traditional soup,
sandwich, and dessert fellowship followed by a silent
auction to benefit our local benevolences.

The first year, the Presbyterian Women raised over
$850. Last year we surpassed that figure and made over
$1,000 to benefit others. Even though the economy is
tight, we are hoping to surpass the $1,000 figure.

At this time, we need two things — your attendance
and your donations.

If you can attend, please sign the reservation sheet on
the hallway bulletin board across from the library. You
may bring a guest as well. Please include them on the
reservation sheet so that the ladies preparing dinner
know how to plan the meal.

Secondly, we need donations. In the past, we have
noted that new items do well, as do freshly made and
baked food items. Items that can be used as gifts and

decorations are a
AN

hit. We have ex-
cellent bakers, can-
ners, knitters, cro-
cheters, craftsper-
sons, and artists, in
our congregation.
If you cannot think Z
of an item, we will 7
accept a donation
of money as well!

Help the Presby-
terian Women make this the best dinner and auction
that we have ever had. Join us for fellowship and fun
on December 2. You might just walk away with a real
treasure! Contact Joan Wright at 886-0864 or 943-5265
if you have questions.

Looking Ahead to Dec. 21 and 24

Hebron will once again hold Christmas Eve services
at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Dec. 24. Look for more
information in future bulletins and the newsletter.

Evening of Comfort and Joy
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